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pared for the spirits, at the conclusion of which paper
money made in tin foils is burnt. This indicates
directly the prolonged economic obligation of the
young towards the old even after death.
The observance of these obligations by the descen-
dants is in one sense the legal charter of descent and
the claim on inheritance. The act of holding the head
of the dead when the corpse is being placed into the
coffin, for instance, is regarded as justifying the extra
share of inheritance of the eldest son and is a deter-
mining fact in appointing an heir from the kindred.
It is true that there are no two persons who stand in
exactly the same kinship order with the deceased, but
if the nearest kin failed to perform this act, the second
one takes up his role and the claim of the nearest kin
is forfeited. The one who observes the obligation
will be the legal heir and will inherit the property.
Furthermore, at the death of an unmarried person
who possesses no property of his own, the question of
inheritance does not arise and therefore no descendant
is appointed.
But the obligation of mourning is not unilateral.
Mourning groupings are shown in the following table.
From the table, we can see that both the period
and the act of mourning are not correlated with
descent but to a certain extent with the actual social
relations and their standardized ties of affection.
Mourning is not thought to increase the welfare of the
spirit but is regarded as an expression of affection. It
is different from ancestor worship, which is thought to
be a definite contribution to the welfare of the spirit.
The immediate control over objects and persons
ceases at the time of death. But the belief in the
existence of spirits even after death prolongs the in-

